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magnitude of the political and economic forces
already at work in that vast country.

II

Let us now examine the intellectual, physical,
social, political, moral and religious life of the
students of India as compared with that of the
students of Japan and China. As we have
already seen, Indian students stand high in
intellectual gifts. They have developed the
faculty of memory and can, if necessary, get by
heart whole pages of a text-book for recitation
or examination. As with most students, it is
far easier for them to memorize than to think.
India's leaders of thought, however, have pro-
duced great systems of philosophy, usually with
a strong pantheistic tendency, and have spent
a lifetime in contemplation. They have produced
rich and varied literatures, not only in the
Sanskrit, which is now the dead classic language
of India, but in the great vernaculars. They
have great powers of imagination. Their litera-
ture, both- prose and poetry, is filled with vivid
imagery. They are gifted also in language, being
naturally fluent in speech. Some races, .such,
for example, as the Bengalis, excel in oratory.
Under competent instructors they rapidly acquire
foreign languages, and their pronunciation is